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—À 
AGUR/ KESHAVACHARYA, A DEVOUT BRAHMANA OF SRIPERAMBLDUR 
PERFORMED A FIRE SACRIFICE AS HE DESIRED A SAW, 


IN DUE COURSE , HIS W RA UJA GREW UP TO ВЕ AN INT 
GAVE BIRTH TO A SON. HER BRO ‹ COUSIN, GOVINDA, WAS 
PIOUS SHAILA PURNA, CALLED ОУ THE CO πω 

AND BLESSED THE CHILD. 


YOUR SON WILL BE x 
Аб DEVOTED TO GOD Аб RAMANUJA Ñ 
LAKSHMANA WAS TO RAMA 16 VERY KEEN | 

CALL HIM RAMANUJA. 7 NON LEARNING 


x A VILAGE NEAR MADRAS 
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| WHEN RAMANUJA WAS SIXTEEN — з, 


RAMANUJA MUST 

SEEK ል WORTHY TEACHER N 

TO CONTINUE HIS EDUCATIOI 

PERHAPS WE SHOULD 

\ SEND HIA TO KANCHI. „ 
ر‎ q 


FIRST, 
HE SHOULD 


MARRIED. 


Ч 


መመ У 
moment | 


RAMANUJA LEFT HIS ANCESTRAL VILLAGE АМО SETTLED DOWN AT KANCHI WHICH WAS, IN 
DAYS, A GREAT CENTRE OF LEARNING. GOVINDA WENT WITH HIM, THEY BECAME THE 
| 2686 о YADAVA PRAKASHA, A TEACHER OF RENON. 


BUT RAMANUJA WAS NOT ALWAYS HAPPY WITH THE | 


| TEACHING OF HIS GURU — 


PARDON ME, SIR. 
I THINK THE 
INTERPRETATION 


YADAVA COULD NOT FORGET THE 


INCIDENT. | 


RAMANUJA IS YOUNG INTERESTS OF OUR. 
AND BRILLIANT AND HE 6 COMMUNITY! И 
ος, CRITICAL OF OUR SYSTEM 
HE MAY LATER 
X, ESTABLISH A 
Φα 


WE WILL GO ON A N 
PILIGRIMAGE. 
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A5 PLANNED, YADAVA SET OUT ONA | [ON THE WAY, THEY SPENT THE NIGHT UNDER 
A TREE. BEFORE DAYAREA, m 


RAMANUJA ! YOU 
|MUST LEAVE THIS WHY? 
PLACE AT 4 Д WHATS THE 
ONCE! “MATTER, 
= >> GOVINDA? 


CONSPIRACY — 
YOU MUST—TO SAVE а 
OUR TEACHER FROM THE 

SIN OF MURDER 


RAMANA FINALLY YIELDED 70 


ALERT CHILD, WHERE TO KANCHI 
WHICH I6 THE ARE YOU) 4 BUTI HAVE 


WAY BACK TD Сц 


КАМСНІ ፻ WHO САМ 
GUIDE ME EXCEPT- 
LORD NARAYANA 2 


| DON'T WORRY. 
WE WILL TAKE 
| You THERE! 


SONE TIME Ep 
LATER - SON, YOU 
MUST BE TIRED, 
LET US REST HERE 


THE FOWLER СО E WOOD AND KINDLED A FIRE THEY WERE ABOUT 
TO LIE DOWN TO REST WH 


NR ad CAN'T YOU WAIT 
TILL THE MORNING ? 
IT 6 DIFFICULT TO FIND 
WATER IN THE DARK, ሪ 


IN THE MORNING, THEY GOT UP AND | | RAMANIAIA Pt 
RESUMED THEIR JOURNEY. AS THEY REFRESHE 
PASSED BY A TANK — 


WAIT, MOTHER, 
I WILL BRING 
SOME WATER 
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THEN НЕ TOOK A HANDFUL OF WATER TO | | THE WOMAN DRANK THE WATER. 
THE FOWLER'S WIFE 1 


MOTHER, HERE Л”. | 
16 SOME PLEASE ሯን 


WATER FOR 
You. 


[WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT MORE WATER — 


297 
Z” THE TEMPLE 
ў TOWERS! I HAVE 
{ REACHED THE OUT- 
STL SKIRTS OF 


RAMANUJA WENT STRAIGHT TO THE TEMPLE OF | [MEANWHILE — 


You SAY YOU 
CAN'T FIND 
RAMANUJA ? 
WHERE DID YOU 
[D SEE HIM LAST? 


1 SAW НІМ 
WALKING 
TOWARDS 
THE FOREST, 
SIR. 


LORD, IT WAS YOU 
IN THE GUISE OF A FOWLER! 
YOU CAME TD SHOW 
ME THE WAY ! 1 
DEDICATE МУ LIFE 
To you! 


Γον HIS RETURN то КАМСНЕ HOWEVER, 
YADAVA DISCOVERED THAT КАМАМАЈА 


WAS VERY MUCH ALIVE. ፦ 


PERHAPS . 
HES BEEN У NUT Y πας 
2 KILLED BYA 
, DOES HE SUSPECT 
ANIMAL! ( ME ? I'D BETTER SEND 
FOR HIM D FIND. 


* ANOTHER МАМЕ FOR LORD VISHNU 
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| RAMANUJA ACCEPTED YADAVA INVITATION AND RESUMED HIS STUDIES CHEERFULLY. 


„= 


4 
9007 НЕ HAS NO 
^ RESENTMENT AGAINST ነ 
| МЕ. ΗΕ MAKES ME 
Ἢ FEEL ASHAMED j 
V. OF MYSELF. 


A FEW DAYS LATER, THE LOCAL CHIEFTAIN | 
SENT A MESSENGER TO YADAVA. 


HOLY ONE, MY 
MASTER'S DAUGHTER IS 
POSSESSED BY AN EVIL 
SPIRIT AND IS BEHAVING 
STRANGELY ! 


[BIRNING WITH SHAME AND JEALOUSY, 
YADAVA TURNED ОМ RAMANUJA AS 
SOON AS THEY WERE OUTSIDE. ፲ E 


RAMANUTA WHO 
о HOLY ONE, Ё | р 
[Лл AM INDEBTED ТО S 


YOU! PLEASE BLESS) 


/ YOU INSULTED МЕ 
YOU SHOULD NOT HAVE 
( EXORCISED THE SPIRIT 
У WHEN I HAP FAILED! / 


DISRESPECT TO YOU) 
SIR.HER SUFFERING 
MADE МЕ... 


MY EDUCATION 
16 INCOMPLETE. TO 
WHOM SHOULD 1 
TURN FOR 
GUIDANCE з 


፲ WANT NO 
EXPLANATION ! YOU. 
WILL CEASE ТО BE 

MY DISCIPLE 


[17 SO HAPPENED THAT KANCHI PURNA, A DEVOTEE 
[ае LORD VARADARAJA, AND A FRIEND OF THE 
| FAMILY, CALLED THAT DAY 


YOU HAVE COME 
JUST WHEN I NEED 
YOU! І АМ IN GREAT 
\ TROUBLE! 


WHAT'S THE 
MATTER, 
RAMANU JA ፪ 


YADAVA IS AGOOD 


TEACHER. IT WILL ВЕ 
DIFFICULT TO FIND, 


ANOTHER — 


you SHALL ВЕ 
МУ GURU ! PLEAS 
ACCEPT ME AS / 
NYOUR PUPIL ! 


“б 
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ግ 
< ILD, YOU ARE ኣ 
"ፎሎ BEFORE Gop ALREADY ON THE PATH 
GURU OF 57 ALAR Eee ም OF TRUE LEARNING 
PORTS TER. SURRENDER YOURSELF 
BRAHMANA?/ A DISTINCTION BETWEEN oe ина 


HE WILL GUIDE 


50 RAMANUJA WENT BACK ТО KANCHI. THERE HE ONE DAY, HE HEARD A DEVOTEE 
BEGAN TO SERVE THE LORD BY DAILY CARRYING RECITING VERSES IN PRAISE 
WATER FROM THE LAKE TO THE TEMPLE, OF THE LORD. ES 


I WONDER 
WHO COMPOSED 
THOSE 
EXQUISITE 


RAMANUJA STOOD TRANSFIXED AS HE LISTENED TO THE VERSES. SUDDENLY HE REALISED 
= 4 THAT THE DEVOTEE WAS SPEAKING TO HIM. 


І АМ FROM 
SRIRANGAM. І AM. 
LOOKING FOR A 
DEVOTEE CALLED І AM RAMANUJA.. 
RAMANUJA . WILL CAN I BE OF ANY 
YOU TELL ME ! SERVICE To you з 
WHERE I CAN 
FIND HIM 2 


YAMUNACHARY/ ἣν. 
| == THEN THOSE VERSES | 
YOU HIS GREETINGS. E you WERE RECITING 


IAM MAHAPURNA, дз [А WERE COMPOSED 
HI DISCIPLE 


Үе 


ΚΟ مت‎ еа 
( THEY WERE. = SIR, THE HOLY 
WILL YOU COME ПР) ONE HAS DEPARTED 


TO HIM? ሪ FROM THIS 
га WORLD. 


MEET YAMUNACHARYA 
WHOM THE SRIVAISHNAVAS® 
CONSIDERED AS THER GURU, | 


RAMANUJA А, 
RENOWNED SAINT OF S 


/ THREE FINGERS 
| оғ THE MASTER'S RIGHT] 
HAND ARE FOLDED / 9 
IN.WASITSO ሪ IT was ) 
\ NOT! 


7! 


nil ОА 


Ж WORSHIPPERS OF LORD VISHNU 
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| UNFULFILLED 
Ду ኡ HES. 


7 TO PROPAGATE THE 'ካ 
/ PATH OF DEVOTION To GOD, 
| WRITE ለ COMMENTARY ОМ | 
THE BRAHMASUTRAS*AND 
ኣ PAY OFF THE DEBT 
%. ТО PARASHARA.* 
“ай а” 


J THE FINGERS 
( HAVE STRAIGHTENED 
our ! ч 

T г RAMANUJA ሥ THERE IG A 
Етг ЭХЭ ( LOT I HAVE STILL 
_ INSIGHT ! Д ТО LEARN. BUT 


WHO WILL 
TEACH ΜΕΣ 


* A PHILOSOPHICAL WORK WHICH EXPLAINS THE ESSENCE OF THE UPANISHADS. 
ЖА GREAT GAGE, FATHER OF VEDAVYASA 


RAMANUJA 


STUDY UNDER HIM. 


THIS I6 THE. WILL 


IT WAS MAHAPURNA . » ሙናን АЛАУ ЛЕ — 
RAMANUJA , THE 5 € ΓΝ 


SRIVAISHNAVAS OF SRIRANGAM N / 1 WAS ON 
HAVE CHOSEN YOU ТО BE 
ACHARYA®AND IT 
WILL ВЕ МУ TASK ТО 
EQUIP YOU FOR THAT 

ICE. 
HIGH OFFICE. 2 


ара, 


\ T му WAY то you— 
TO LEARN AT / 


YOUR FEET. 
ды 


RAMANLJA'G FAME SPREAD FAR. НЕ ATTRACTED MANY 
DISCIPLES, DAGHARATH AND KURESHA BEING THE IMPORTANT 


ONES. ONE DAY YADAVA PRAKASHA HIMSELF CAME TO HM. 
7. - 
RAMANUJA, YOU. 
ALONE CAN 6HOW ME 


^" MASTER, WE ARE 
Гматма FOR YOU. PLEASE 
| DO NOT DELAY ANY 
4 FURTHER. COME AND 
SETTLE DOWN AT 


IT IS UNFORTUNATE . 
WHERE WILL WE FIND 
ANOTHER TEACHER 
LIKE RAMANUJA ? 


NO! YOU CAN'T 
TAKE AWAY THE 
ACHARYA FROM Иб! 

WE NEED HIM 

HERE ! 


RAMANUJA 
| | WHEN ME HAD FINISHED, THE CHIEF PRIEST 


SIR, NEVER 


MELODIOUS 
VOICE ! 


” LET ME TAKE 
HARYA RAMANUJA 
WITH ME TO 


BUT THE PEOPLE OF KANCHI HAD 
| 70 RESPECT THE PROMISE MADE] 
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— 
LATER, WHEN MAHAPURNA CALLED ON HIM— 


ACHARYA. BUT I DO NOT 
YET KNOW THE WAY 
TO SALVATION. 


( PEOPLE CALL ME GOSHTI PURNA 


RAMANUJA WENT TO HIM AGAIN AND 
— AGAIN, TILL AT LAST — 
SIR, I SEEK YOUR 
GUIDANCE. WHAT IS 
THE Way TO OF YOUR DEVOTION. I WILL TELL 
YOU THE WAY TO SALVATION 


GOSHT! PURNA WHISPERED 
IN HIG EAR 


RAMANUJA 


THE NEXT MORNING, RAMANUJA CLIMBED 70 THE TEMPLE TOP, 


О MY BROTHERS! LISTEN! 
УОИ WILL ACHIEVE SALVATION IF 
YOU REPEAT THE MANTRA, OM NAMO 
NARAYANAYA. BUT REMEMBER, WHILE 
UTTERING THESE WORDS, 
YOU MUST SURRENDER 
YOURSELF ТО GOD. 


you WILL 


GO TO HELL FOR 
BREAKING YOUR 
PROMISE! 4” I DON'T MIND 
ደ GOING TO HELL IF IT 


HELPS A HUNDRED 
OTHERS ТО ACHIEVE 
b. SALVATION ! 


отог chitra katha 
A LITTLE LATER, THE FESTIVAL OF LORD RANGANATHA WAS BEING CELEBRATED AT 
| SRIRANGAM, AMONG THE CROWD OF DEVOTEES WAS DHANUROASA , THE 

GUARD, ALONG WITH HIS WIFE. = 


DON'T SCOFF АТ HIM. A MAN 
WHO IS CAPABLE OF ABUNDANT 
LOVE, OBLIVIOUS OF HIS 

SURROUNDINGS, IS NOT 


EASILY TO BE FOUND. 
BUT THIS LOVE SHOULD 
BE DIRECTED TO 


RAMANUJA 


DO YOU KNOW THERE IS x] 
ONE OTHER WHOSE BEAUTY / 

IS GREATER THAN YOUR 
WIFE'S 2 


[RAMANUJA TOOK HIM 70 THE INNER SANCTUM 
OF THE TEMPLE — 
LOOK ON THE LORD ' 
НЕ IS THE MOST 


SUE ADS 


MY EYES. ልይ І BEHELD | 
THE LORD I EXPERIENCED / 
А NEW KIND OF Joy! 


--ታሓ ^ OF WHAT USE 6 
$ г А ПІР ІМ ТНЕ HOLY 
шн) i khi ° 
А 


MAN OF LOW CASTE 
WITH HIS ARM AROUND, 
አፍ αν. — N AFTER BATHING 3. 


ы 
ЖА MONASTERY 


RAMANUJA 


a 
7! 


IF You HAD 
REMAINED STILL, 
THEY WOULD HAVE 
REMOVED ALL 
THE ORNAMENTS. 


BUT YOU TURNED OVER 

BECAUSE YOU THOUGHT THE 
ORNAMENTS WERE YOURS АМО 

YOU COULD GIVE THEM AWAY. MY | 
DEAR, YOU MUST ROOT OUT Д 
THIS SENSE OF '1'. / 


JUST TO TEST YOU I HAD 
YOUR CLOTHES, MERE CLOTH! 
HIDDEN. AND YOU LOST YOUR 
| TEMPER. YET YOU HAVE SEEN 
À HOW DHANURDASA AND HIS 
WIFE REACTED TO THE 
LOSS OF THEIR VALUABLE 
ORNAMENTS ! 


27 


ж ч 

DHANURDASA 167) 
A TRUE VAISHNAVA | 
HE HAS GIVEN UP | 
АТТАСНМЕМТ. // 

: < 


NOW LET US 
DISTRIBUTE THE 
DEITY’S SWEET 


THE CHILDREN GATHERED DUST AND | 


OFFERED IT TOA PASSER -BY 


/ YOUR SWEET 

{ OFFERING 15 OF / 
NO USE ТО 
_ МЕ ፣ 


WHY, IT WAS ВИТА 


PICTURE AND THEY 


WERE PLAYING 
GAME. 


// IT MAY took N 
| _ LIKE A GAME TO 
| us. BUT THE CHILDREN 
Ц = SEE GOD IN THIS 


THEREFORE 
М ΔΕ © HERE 


LATER 
TIRUPATI ON A PILGRIMAGE 


RAMANA WENT TO. 


ані 


А МАМ PUTTING HIS 
НАМО INTO ТНЕ 


JUST A MOMENT! 

І АМ REMOVING А THORN 
WHICH HAS бот STUCK 
IN THE TONGUE OF THIS | 

POOR CREATURE. A 
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WHEN GOVINDA FINISHED HIS WORK AND GOT UP, KAMANUJA EMBRACED HIM. 


7 
ኒ YOU ARE ል ACHARYA! 
TRUE VAISHNAVA — | à PLEASE ACCEPT 
COMPASSIONATE 4] ME AS YOUR 
AND HELPFUL. 4 ` PISCIPLE ! 


THEY RETURNED 7D SRIRANGAM 一 [ΑΜΑΝ LEFT WITH HIS DISCIPLES FOR 
7 FAR-AWAY KASHMIR, TO PROCURE AND 
ሉስ DR WORTHY DISCIPLE | | STUDY AN OLD COMMENTARY ON THE BRAHMA- 
:NOW IS THE TIME | [ада абар, ары, 

ТО FULFIL THE PLEDGE TO дир ጨሬ WMA 
УАМШМАСНАРУА. І MUST 
WRITE THE СОММЕМТ- 

ARY ON ΤΗΕ 
BRAHMASUTRAS. 


PART WITH THE PRECIOUS 
WORK OF REVERED 
BODHAYANA . 


KNOWLEDGE BELONGS 
TO ALL WHO SEEK IT 
PLEASE MAKE ВООНАУАМА 
WORK AVAILABLE TO US. 


|THE KING WAS VERY IMPRESSED BY THE 
FORCE OF RAMANUJA'S ARGUMENTS АМО | 


BY HIS PERSONALITY. 


J THE ACHARYA 4 
IS RIGHT. GIVE HIM 
THE WORK OF ВОРНА- 


YANA. НЕ CAN TAKE 
IT TO SRIRANGAM 


SURRENDER THE 
WORK, IF YOU VALUE 
YOUR LIFE! 


απ omar chitra katha 

THUS THE PRECIOUS WORK WAS TAKEN AWAY BY FORCE. BUT— | 
ACHARYA, DON'T WORRY. 

I SPENT THE WHOLE NIGHT 
READING IT. I HAVE 


WHEN RAMANUJA WAS SEVENTY-NINE YEARS | 
OLD, HE HAD TO LEAVE SRIRANGAM AS THE | 
| KING HAD BEGUN 70 PERSECUTE THE 
SRVAISHNAVAS, 


ФУ THE HOVSALA KINGDOM 2у KARNATAKA 
| MING BITTIDEVA HIMSELF RECEIVED HIM 


с መሙ. 


RAMANUJA BENT DOWN AND RETRIEVED 
AW IDOL OF ΜΑΘΑΥΑ. — —1 


| 


| бАМАМИЛ HAD: WWD CONSECRATED THE IDOL. LATER, EME OF THE 
ELDERS OF WADU- ан ын τ στ] 


RANGACKED YADUGIRI, WE MANAGED Ü 
TD HIDE TWO IDOLS. YOU HAVE 
FOUND ONE. THE OTHER IDOL. OF 
RAMAPRIYA IS IN DELHI, IN THE 
HOUSE OF A MUSLIM 
NOBLEMAN. 


GIR! CAME TO HIM. Й YEARS AGO, WHEN INVADERS М ላ 
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RAMANA CALLED OW THE NOBLEMAN AND OBTAINED THE IDOL. HE SET OUT ОМ HIS 
"JOURNEY. WHEN HE HAD ALMOST REACHED YADUGIRI, A GROUP OF RAIDERS 


HE HAD SECOND 
BUT THE THOUGHTS AFTER YOU 

NOBLEMAN LEFT. HIS DAUGHTER 

HIMSELF GAVE, WANTS IT BACK 


QUICK! 
TO THE 
RESCUE! 


HOLY ONE (5 
SURROUNDED! 


WE CAN'T! YOU ARE 
WE ARE CHILDREN OF Gop! 
CHABLES! 
LORD NARAYANA UNTOUCHABLES! BELIEVE ME, THE | 
15 PLEASED WITH YOU. Y | 一 пареа 
ТО THE TEMPLE š upps 


THEY FELL UPON THE RAIDERS FROM | | | 
DELHI AND DROVE THEM AWAY. — 


ГЕ EE RAMANUJA RETURNED 70 SRIRANGAM, WHERE HE SPENT THE REST OF HIS 
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Ramanuja 


Ramanuja (1017-1137), the great Vaishnava saint philosopher, upheld bhakti (loving surrender to God) as the sole 
path to the realisation of God. Ніз school of philosophy is known as Vishishta-Advaita (qualified monismi and his. 
followers, the Srivaishnavas. 


Не wrote commentaries on the Brahmasutras, the Upanishads and the Bhagwad Gita. It was his view that these 
three philosophical texts proclaim bhakti as the chief means of realising God. 


In his Ме and teachings, Ramanuja upheld that all humans are born equal and that caste or social status has no 
role in determining one's relationship with God. He accepted Kanchi Рита, who was not а Brahmin, as his guru. 
One of his most worthy disciples, Dhanurdasa, was а non-Brahmin from a lower caste. For Ramanuja, a Vaishnava 
(тап of God) is worthy of respect; but he defined as а true Vaishnava only one who has abundant love for God, 
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